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Gardens Thrive

PGA semi-annual meeting

placed. President Mike Giger
said that the Covid-19 lockdown had disrupted College
Bound and other tutoring programs. There were no applica-

Neighborhood horticulture is
thriving this spring, but the
pandemic has had a chilling
effect on educational outreach
to youth. That was the takehome from the May 4 semiannual meeting of the
Parkview Gardens Association
and its Special Business District boards. Treasurer Dennis
Lutsky reported that the S.B.D.
has sufficient funds for neighborhood enhancements like the
decorative flower beds, banners and this newsletter, as
well as contributions to the
Walk of Fame and Memorial
Day Run. The Association
supports the PGA Award for
education. Kelcye McDonough
said that the trees planted in
Mannequins on the Loop are on
medians over the last few
display. This one is by U City High Arts
years are all thriving, thanks to & Fashion for Fitz’s.
extra watering when needed.
Several flower bed have been
replanted, including a new one
on Loop North at Leland.
tions for the PGA Award,
Claire Cain Linzee reported
though there were four high
that all beds are being cultivatschool graduates in the neighed by neighborhood residents
borhood. Any applicant who
at the three community garcomes forward will be considdens. The old and decaying
ered, even now.
shed at Clemens will be reIn other business, board-
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members unanimously support a makeover of the neglected brick wall at Loop
North and Clemens. Washington University representative Steve Condrin reported
that the building renovation
program in Parkview Gardens
was winding down. He expects to see international
graduate students returning as
residents of university-owned
buildings in Parkview Gardens and other neighborhoods
in the fall, when there will be
more on-campus learning.
Bed capacity on campus will
increase and undergraduates
now living off-campus may
return.

Return to Normalcy

Local events resume

As the pandemic lockdown
eases, the local events calendar is filling up again. The
situation remains in flux and
special procedures are in effect, so check the organization's website for the latest
information. The Muny Opera
in Forest Park is holding a
delayed season, July 26-Sept.
5. The theatre will be at 60%
capacity. The first show is
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Smokey Joe's Café. Website:
soned with carbolic acid and
muny.org. Union Avenue
then pumped out, with the still
Opera Theatre will hold an
operators doing the pumping.
abbreviated season July 21-24
under The Big Top in Grand
Center (unionavenue
In your apartment.
opera.org). Fair St. Louis is
A few words of advice from
scheduled for July 2-4 on the
PGA landlords on central air
Riverfront. (fairstlouis.org)
conditioning:
The YMCA Greater St. Louis
*If nothing happens when you
Book Fair is scheduled for
hit the switch, go down to the
Aug. 12-16 at W.C. Kennedy
basement and check the circuit
Recreation Center.
breakers or fuses. (Assuming,
Here in University City,
of course that you have access
the Summer Band has cancelled its 2021 season.
The Starlight Concert
Series in Heman Park
was undecided at press
time. Centennial Commons and Heman Park
pool are open, for the
present only to membership or season pass holders. Memberships have
been extended; you can
check on the status of
yours by calling (314)
505-8613. COCA is
holding in-person classes
with the usual precautions. June 17 is the last
day to register.
New flowerbed at Loop N. and Leland
(cocastl.org) At City
to the basement. If not, call the
Hall, PGA welcomes two new
landlord.)
assistant city managers, Gabri*Don’t expect instant comfort.
elle Macaluso and Brooke
It takes two or three hours for
Smith.
the system to get the humidity
out of the apartment.
*Once you turn it on, leave it
In U City
on while the hot weather lasts.
When you go out, turn the
Prohibition was the law of the
land in 1921. On June 4, the
thermostat up to 85. On your
police chiefs of U City and
return set it down to 78, which
Clayton announced a successrepresents the best comproful night raid on a still at North
mise between comfort and ex66th Street in U City. Surprise
pense. There is a limit to how
was achieved; one bootlegger
cool an apartment can be
was so busy operating a pump
made; if the temp outside is
that he didn't hear cops sneak100, 80 is about the best you
ing up behind him. They found
can expect inside.
a tank containing 400 barrels
*Check and if necessary reof raisin mash from which to
place your furnace filter element. The air conditioning usdistill liquor. It was to be poi-

Cool Breeze

A Century Ago
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es the same system as the furnace, and a clogged filter can
cause a coil to freeze.
*Make sure the return grille is
not blocked by furniture or
pictures.

20, 15, 10 & 5
Years Ago
In the Pacer

June 2001: The first Parkview
Gardens Award was won by
Biede Fessaha, who attended
UMSL. Shakespeare
Festival St. Louis
presented its first
free production in
Forest Park, Romeo
and Juliet.
June 2006: Victoria
Gonzales-Rubio retired as principal of
Delmar Harvard
School after 13
years of service. The
school closed in
2011. The Delmar
Building was demolished in 2021. Clemens hosted the June
21 Midsummer party for the three community vegetable
gardens co-sponsored by PGASBD. Ruth Park Charity Golf
Tournament was held June 24.
June 2011: The Pacer announced that dedication of the
Chuck Berry statue at Ackert
Plaza would take place in July.
The plaza was being relandscaped by U City. The
library began its summer adult
reading program with Tolstoy's
War and Peace.
June 2016: There were no applications for the PGA Award.
The PGA SBD Board approved a $2000 grant to Midtown Farmer's Market at Market in the Loop and $4200 to
Clemens community garden
for a pergola
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Prices of yesteryear were uncovered at
Delmar Garden building.

Big Read

At U City library

This year the adult summer
reading program features The
Portable Frederick Douglass,
The Good Lord Bird by James
McBride, and The Life of Frederick Douglass by David Walker. Brian Jack's introductory
talk is available on the library's
You Tube channel.
Author Walker will make a virtual appearance at 7 pm June
23. Online discussions will continue through late August. Info:
ucitylibrary.org/adultservices

More Missourians
Early census report

In the 2020 Census, Missouri
has grown by 2.8 % to
6,154,913. The state will keep
its current number of seats in
the U.S. House of Representatives. Missouri trailed the nation's average population increase (7.35%) by a wide margin, but we did better than Illi-
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nois, which lost population. The population of
the United States as a
whole has been growing
since--well, 1776. That's
about to change. In
2020, the national
birthrate declined 4%.
Demographers expect
national and global population figures to begin
to decline.
Americans are receiving some encouragement to move to U City.
Niche, a website that
helps people find
schools and places to
live, rates U City "one
of the best places to live
in Missouri." The "area
feel" is "dense suburban." Renters and owners
are approximately evenly
split. Our highest grades are
for nightlife and diversity, our
lowest for crime & safety and
public schools.

Crime
News

webinar at 6 pm June 24 to
aid safety awareness and
crime prevention. For questions and link info, email
mdavis@ucitymo.org.

Cicadas Rising
But not here

The media are all excited
about the emergence of Brood
X, the 17-year cicadas.
They're big, numerous, and
loud. According to USA Today, we will not be seeing
Brood X in the St. Louis Area, just our regular cicadas.

Stressed Sycamores
Feeble leaf-out

Sycamores (also called London plane trees) are widely
popular urban trees in North
America and Europe. We
have many in Parkview Gardens. At present, they are
showing signs of stress, leaf-

Not all bad

The shootings of
Stanley and Margaret
Goodkin in the 8200
block of Delmar on
May 15 received intense local media attention. To keep this
tragic event in context, it's worthwhile
to remember that according to FBI statistics, the number of
daily violent crimes
in University City is
1.58 times less than
the Missouri average
and 1.21 times less
than the national average. The U City
Police Department
holds a focus group

Sycamores are thin on top this year.
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ing out thinly. The qualities that recommend them in urban areas are their large size, shading ability, and
exfoliating bark. Air pollution affects all trees by damaging tissue and impairing photosynthesis, among
other problems. The bark peels off sycamores, taking the pollution with it, leaving unpolluted new layers. Like all deciduous trees, sycamores leaf out in Spring. This year, our sycamores are behind, probably because wetter than usual weather has promoted the growth of anthracnose, a fungus which interferes with the leafing-out process, resulting in late, stunted leaves that underperform in providing nutrients to the tree. The leaves may drop off early, forcing the tree to produce a new crop. Though stressed,
most sycamores should survive.
Contact the editor: davidlinzee@yahoo.com
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