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Schools & Pro-
grams Re-open 
PGA offers scholarships 
The School District of Univer-
sity City has launched a gradu-
al re-opening process. In No-
vember, elementary 
school students re-
turn to in-person 
classes on a stag-
gered basis to limit 
numbers of people in 
the buildings. On 
days they are not in 
class, students con-
tinue with online 
learning. Mask and 
social distance poli-
cies are being ob-
served and health 
checks are frequent. 
Complete infor-
mation is at 
ucityschools.org 
 The 
Parkview Gardens 
Association is 
providing scholarships for 
children who live in this neigh-
borhood to attend the school 
supplemental program run by 
Unleashing Potential. As U 
City public schools re-open on 
a limited basis, the Unleashing 
Potential program is intended 
to support families in need of 

full-day care on those days 
when children are not attend-
ing regular classes. It will op-
erate 8 am-3:30 pm Monday-
Friday. Temperature check 
will take place on arrival. Stu-
dents will participate in virtual 
learning during the school day. 

There will be a low student-
staff ratio with small group 
sizes.  Gross Motor Activities, 
outdoor play and hands-on 
activities will also be offered. 
Breakfast and lunch are sup-
plied by the district; afternoon 
snack is provided by Unleash-

ing Potential. After-school 

care is available at an extra 
charge. The program begins 
Nov. 9 at Flynn Park School 
and other public schools. 
The rate for full-day pro-
gramming is $35/day.  
Parkview Gardens residents 

should contact Diane 
Hemphill 
(dhemphill@upstl.org) 
about scholarships.   
 Lolly's Place 
(lollysplace.org) has a 
new location in the 
Schnuck's strip mall, 
6940 Olive Blvd. After 
tutoring children entire-
ly via Zoom during the 
pandemic, Lolly's has 
resumed small family 
pods in-person meet-
ings. They needed the 
new storefront because 
their office at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church is 
unavailable.    

 
PGA Meets 
Projects completed 
The Parkview Gardens Asso-
ciation and its associated Spe-
cial Business District held a 
virtual board of directors 
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meeting Oct. 13. Mike Giger 
and Dennis Lutsky, property 
owner representatives on both 
boards, were re-elected to 
three-year terms. In the treas-
urer's report, Lutsky said that 
the boards support good causes 
which otherwise would lack 
funding. Supporting children 
in the neighborhood is a high 
priority. The SBD funds or has 
funded tree planting and care, 
school lunch and afterschool 
programs. President Mike 
Giger said that 
the SBD last 
Spring made its 
traditional 
$5,000 donation 
to the U City 
Memorial Day 
Run. The event 
was canceled 
and the Run is 
keeping the 
$5,000 in its 
account listed 
as a donation 
for next year's 
event. The PGA 
Award contin-
ues to support 
higher educa-
tion of neigh-
borhood young 
people. PGA has 
awarded a total 
of 36 prizes over 
the last two dec-
ades. Ten recipients have grad-
uated. Twenty have not been 
heard from. Some programs 
PGA and the SBD traditionally 
fund have been canceled be-
cause of the pandemic. Wash-
ington University representa-
tive Steve Condrin pointed out 
that these cancellations have 
resulted in funds being con-
served for future use. The three 
community gardens are full. 
Loop Gardener Kelcye 
McDonough reported that trees 
PGA planted in the medians of 
Clemens, Leland and Heman 

avenues are doing well despite 
some vandalism. They will 
receive another year of supple-
mental watering. That will 
complete the program. More 
trees may be planted five years 
from now. At the twelve deco-
rative flowerbeds, bulbs are 
being planted for next spring. 
The Parkview Gardens Pacer 
continues to be mailed to 
members and residents every 
month; Giger pointed out that 
it is one of the last of the old-

time newsletters. Condrin pro-
vided an update on Washing-
ton University activities. Reno-
vation of ten buildings in 
Parkview Gardens is winding 
up. This is the last stage of an 
eight-year renovation program. 
TechArtista, in the Lewis Cen-
ter on Kingsland, is opening 
this fall, with apartments being 
leased. TechArtista will be a 
creative community of stu-
dents and nonstudents focusing 
on entrepreneurship. It will be 
an asset to the community as 
well as the university. The 

campus re-opened in Septem-
ber. On campus housing has 
been de-densified for safety. 
More undergraduates are liv-
ing off-campus. A decline in 
numbers of international stu-
dents has led to some vacan-
cies in university-owned off-
campus housing. Lancia is 
moving from the university-
owned building at Vernon and 
Skinker. There are no plans for 
the building at present. 
 

Council 
Meets 
Transparency 
pledged 
At the City Coun-
cil virtual meeting 
Oct. 12, Charles 
Gaston was ap-
pointed to the Plan 
Commission. Lisa 
Greening was re-
appointed to the 
Land Clearance 
Redevelopment 
Authority.  Mayor 
Terry Crow  
thanked citizens 
for their public 
comments, adding 
a reminder that 
they must be re-
ceived in writing 
by noon of the 

meeting day. Many comments 
had been received about the 
Avenir Project, an apartment 
building development at 
Delmar and McKnight, most 
helpful but some containing 
"groundless assertions about 
lack of transparency.” Crow 
said there were no secrets 
about the process. The Avenir 
public hearing and Avenir 
Zoning Map Amendment pub-
lic hearing will be kept open 
and efforts to keep the public 
informed intensified. The Die-
go's Cantina liquor license 
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In July, a paving slab in the alley between Syracuse and Heman col-
lapsed. A big hole formed. Repairs began in September and... 



public hearing was closed. The 
University Place (Olive/I-170) 
redevelopment is still in the 
acquisition phase. Asked about 
the construction schedule, City 
Manager Gregory Rose said he 
was "hesitant to throw out 
dates." He expects to see “an 
accelerated pace for construc-
tion,” dependent on market con-
ditions. Asked if city staff was 
prepared to handle the project, 
Rose replied that more building 
inspectors may be needed. Bill 
9411 concerning 
pay for city staff 
was approved. 
 

Sleeping 
Tips 
How to stay warm 
There's nothing 
like snuggling into 
a warm bed on a 
cold night. The 
New York Times 
recently provided 
some advice on 
how to sleep com-
fortably in the win-
ter. Keeping the 
bedroom at 65 de-
grees or even a 
little lower helps 
most people sleep 
better. With the 
money you save on your Spire 
bill, buy flannel sheets and a 
down comforter. Preheat the 
bed with an electric mattress 
pad. and the room with a space 
heater, which you should turn 
off for safety before falling 
asleep. Weather stripping 
around window frames keeps 
out arctic blasts. A humidifier 
prevents chapped lips and dry 
throat--which is a good idea all 
year 'round. 

 
 

Free Video 
Three Days of the Condor 
Scanning the DVD shelves of 
U City library to help you 
save on rentals and streaming. 
Disambiguation notice, as 
they say at Wikipedia: This is 
not the recent cable-TV series 
Condor but the original, the 
1975 Robert Redford movie. 
Revisited today, it seems like 
a forerunner of the Matt Da-
mon Bourne series, with the 
same basic plot: a lone CIA 

agent takes on the arrogant, 
ruthless conspirators at the 
top of his own agency. But 
there is a big difference. 
Bourne is a superspy, en-
dowed with prodigious abili-
ties for fighting, shooting, etc. 
in an illegal training program. 
Redford's character is just a 
guy who likes to read. His 
section analyzes books for 
possible intelligence infor-
mation and nifty concepts. It's 
the sleepiest backwater of the 
Agency. Returning from 
lunch one day, Redford finds 
all his colleagues murdered. 

Someone must have stumbled 
on the most dangerous of se-
crets without even knowing it. 
Pursued by a hit squad led by 
gentlemanly but lethal Max 
von Sydow, Redford escapes 
by kidnapping an innocent 
civilian played by Faye Duna-
way. Realizing that they are 
the two best-looking people 
on the planet, they join forces 
to expose the blackness at the 
heart of the CIA. Today's 
viewers may need to be re-

minded that in 
1975, the Cold 
War was still 
on, Watergate 
had just hap-
pened, and the 
Vietnam War 
was in its last 
throes. The 
CIA's involve-
ment in multi-
ple fiascos had 
sunk its public 
reputation to a 
low point. 
Three Days of 
the Condor 
was what they 
called in the 
'70s a 
"paranoid 
thriller," alt-
hough the final 

revelations are pretty tame 
compared to what's been go-
ing on in the Trump admin-
istration. The plot has gaping 
holes, but this is a great-
looking movie, with Owen 
Roizman, one of the best cin-
ematographers of his day, 
serving up splendid wintry 
views of New York and 
Washington. It's even more 
impressive when you realize 
that all that swooping over the 
cityscape was shot from heli-
copters. Drones hadn't been 
invented yet. 
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...were completed in late October. 



Thanksgiving Break 
At Washington University, Thanksgiving break is Nov. 26-29. At University of Missouri-St. Louis, fall 
break is Nov. 21-30. U City schools will be closed Nov. 25-29. Thanksgiving Day is Nov. 26. City Hall 
and the public library will be closed. 
 

Alone at the Museum 
Traipsing about the Pulitzer 
You can have the Pulitzer Foundation in Grand Center all to yourself. It's one of the more unusual expe-
riences made possible by the pandemic. Make a reservation--it's free--at pulitzerarts.org, and you and 
your party have 45 minutes to wander the otherwise empty indoor and outdoor spaces of the celebrated 
building designed by Tadao Ando, and gaze upon the works of Terry Adkins without anybody getting in 
your way. Adkins was a contemporary Black artist who was strongly influenced by music and used un-
expected materials like black rooster feathers, coat hangers, and giant metal horns. If being trailed by 
docents gets on your nerves, try talking to them. They're quite friendly. 
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