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Clemens Activities 
Pergola repair and quilting 
 University City Boy 
Scout Troop 98 brought their 
assistance to Clemens Com-
munity Garden on June 28, a 
warm summer day. 
Will Falk coordinated 
the efforts to 
help complete re-
quirements towards 
his Eagle Scout rank. 
Twelve hardworking 
scouts, wearing pro-
tective masks, sealed 
the wooden pergola, 
cleared overgrown 
grass and weeds and 
pruned trees. True to 
the Boy Scout tradi-
tion, they were pre-
pared with ladders, 
tools, and cold drinks 
on the sunny 95-
degree day. 
 Quilts of Valor in the 
Loop, which usually meets 
indoors, held a "social distanc-
ing" meeting at Clemens in 
July. This is the local chapter 
of a national organization. Its 
mission statement is "to honor 
service members and veterans 
touched by war with comfort-
ing and healing Quilts of Val-
or.  Clemens is one of the three 
community gardens co-

sponsored by the Parkview 
Gardens Association SBD and 
Gateway Greening. 
 

Council Meets 
Promoting area restaurants 

At a special teleconference 
meeting July 21, the City 
Council approved up to 
$50,000 in funding to the Loop 
SBD for a restaurant promo-
tion event scheduled for Sept. 
6-7. A portion of Delmar 
would be closed for a street 
festival. City Manager Gregory 
Rose will have the final "go or 
no" say, because the coronona-
virus and associated potential 

rollbacks or lockdowns might 
change the situation. The 
council expressed a hope to 
see detailed plans for the 
event at its August 10 meet-
ing. In other business, a bill 

amending the ordi-
nance on obstructing 
public places was ap-
proved without dis-
cussion. In council 
comments, Tim 
Cusick (Second 
Ward) said that July 
20 had brought the 
highest number of 
hospital admissions 
due to Covid-19 yet 
and advised residents 
to take precautions, 
especially wearing 
masks. 
 

Nature Notes 
What are those 

bugs? 
June bugs (scientific name: 
Melolonthinae) overslept this 
year. They're the big dark 
beetles you may have noticed 
flying around our lawns and 
trees in July. They're harmless 
to humans, but in numbers 
they can do significant dam-
age to plants. 
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Law Changes 
What you can & can't do 
Starting Aug. 28,  motorcy-
clists will not have to wear 
helmets in Missouri. Governor 
Mike Parson has signed a bill 
stating that adult riders over 26 
with proof of health insurance 
can go helmetless. The bill was 
opposed by numerous safety 
groups. 
 St. Louis City and 
County put into effect July 3 a 
law requiring that all persons 
over age 9 wear masks in pub-
lic places where social distanc-
ing is not possible. 
 

Back to School 
Real or Virtual? 
The School District of Uni-
versity City lists Aug. 24 
as the first day of school in 
its academic calendar. The 
approach will be a blend of 
in-person classes and on-
line learning, providing 
educators with flexibility 
in responding to the unpre-
dictable coronavirus situa-
tion. Check the district's 
Facebook page for the lat-
est announcements. 
 
Saint Louis University and 
the University of Missouri-St. 
Louis plan to start in-person 
classes on campus Aug. 17  
and Aug. 19 respectively. 
Washington University has 
announced a date of Sept. 14, 
but an additional announce-
ment was pending at press 
time. Covid-19 cases were ris-
ing in Missouri and St. Louis 
County in late July, and uni-
versities may have to adapt. 
With the situation in flux, uni-
versity websites sometimes 
contain outdated information. 
These are the pages to go to 
for the latest news: 
covid19.wustl.edu 
https://www.umsl.edu/

admissions/Admissions-
COVID-19.html 
https://slu.edu/health-advisory/
index.php 

 
From black to Black 
Notes on the changing lan-
guage 
The Pacer sociolinguistics de-
partment has noticed many 
publications using Black to 
refer to African Americans.  
The New York Times explained 
on July 5: proponents favor 
capitalizing Black because it's 
a group name similar to Lati-
no, Asian, or Native American, 

all of which are capitalized. 
However, white will not be 
capitalized because "white 
doesn't represent a shared cul-
ture and history in the way 
Black does, and also has long 
been capitalized by hate 
groups." According to the Na-
tional Association of Black 
Journalists, African American 
continues to be acceptable. An 
unscientific survey suggests 
that Black seems to be used 
more frequently these days. 
  
 
 
 
 

What's On & What's 
Not 
 End-of-summer events 
 Labor Day is Sept. 7 The tra-
ditional downtown parade has 
been canceled. U City Public 
Library will be closed. The 
library's Big Book Challenge 
online discussion of David 
Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest 
will be held Aug. 26 at 7 pm 
and Aug. 27 at 3pm. Go to 
ucpl.lib.mo.us for log-in infor-
mation. The Moonlight Ram-
ble, an August tradition in our 
town, will be held virtually; go 
to moonlightramble.com to 

find out how they plan to 
do that. 
 

Women Get The 
Vote 
A century ago in U 
City 
In August 1920, Warren 
G. Flynn was running 
against Harry W. Castlen 
for mayor of University 
City. It was the first sig-
nificant election in Mis-
souri after ratification of 
the Women's Suffrage 

amendment. The St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch reported 
Sept. 9, "The election 

judges were all men...but 
women shared, in some cases 
almost monopolized, all other 
election activities," including 
canvassing, get-out-the-vote 
efforts and working the polls.  
It was "the most intensive 
campaign conducted in years 
in any St. Louis County mu-
nicipality." Voter turnout was 
high. Both candidates appar-
ently had female support. 
Flynn won. The Post speculat-
ed about the future: "The sus-
picion crossed some anxious 
masculine minds that before 
many years women will be 
taking the dominant part in 
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politics....The average woman 
has much more time for politi-
cal activities--perhaps greater 
facility in them--than the aver-
age man." 
 

Five Years Ago 
In the Pacer 
In June 2017, in a foretaste of 
today's controversies, the Con-
federate Memorial was removed 
from Forest Park. It was taken 
to the Civil War Museum at 
Jefferson Barracks. The August 
2015 Pacer reported on the de-
veloping contro-
versy: 
 
The Confederate 
Memorial may be 
about to leave For-
est Park. For a cen-
tury it has stood, 
rather unobtrusive-
ly, in the southeast-
ern part of the 
park, near Lindell 
Boulevard. In fact, 
St. Louis Mayor 
Francis Slay accu-
rately states that 
"there has been 
more public atten-
tion paid to the 
Confederate Monu-
ment since I called 
for its reappraisal than had oc-
curred in all of the preceding 50 
years combined." Slay assigned 
Eddie Roth to investigate the 
monument's history. Roth said 
the monument was a product of 
"a generational effort to build a 
mythology around the Confed-
erate cause known as the 'Lost 
Cause.'" During the Civil War, 
St. Louis had been a Union 
stronghold in a slaveholding 
state, and even 50 years later, 
when the monument went up, 
local feelings were sharply di-
vided. The sponsors, the Ladies 
Confederate Monument Associ-
ation, had to order the sculptor 

not to include a uniformed 
Confederate soldier or a mod-
ern weapon of war. The 
sculptor was George Julian 
Zolnay, who also did the Uni-
versity City Lions on Delmar. 
The monument shows a  
bronze group of figures: a 
man in civilian clothes, leav-
ing his family as he hears the 
call of duty, below a low-
relief of an angel. The Mayor 
is seeking a less conspicuous 
place for the memorial, but it 
has its defenders. Preserva-
tionist Michael Allen told 

KSDK that it is a "physical 
reminder" that "confronts us 
with the reality that society is 
not perfect." 
 

Free Video 
From U City library 
Currently on the library's 
"Hot" shelf are two recent 
DVD releases in which fe-
male stars who made their 
names in more gentle roles 
turn to the action-adventure 
genre. Underwater: Kristin 
Stewart, in a blond crew-cut, 
takes on the role of an engi-
neer on a deep-sea pipeline. 
The base is destroyed by an 

earthquake, and the survivors 
have to make their way to 
another base, which involves 
hiking across the sea floor, 
six miles down. As if they 
didn't have enough problems, 
they have monsters to fight 
off.  The picture might have 
been better on the big screen. 
On TV, it's so dark that you 
can't tell what's going on 
sometimes. The plot is im-
probable, but Stewart manag-
es to be fairly credible as she 
grows into a leader capable of 
making the toughest of com-

mand decisions. The 
Rhythm Section: Bar-
bara Broccoli and Mi-
chael G. Wilson, pro-
ducers of the James 
Bond movies, hand out 
another License to Kill 
in this one. The recipi-
ent is Blake Lively, 
who hides her long 
blond tresses under a 
variety of short, dark 
wigs. Having lost her 
family in a plane crash 
caused by terrorists, 
she has become a drug-
dependent prostitute. 
What she needs is re-

venge. Cashiered MI6 
agent Jude Law, who 

has also gone from blond to 
brunette for the occasion, 
trains her to be an assassin, 
and she goes after the terror-
ists responsible. The movie is 
as violent as a Bond thriller, 
but not as much fun. 
 AMC, the world's 
largest movie theater chain, 
(which owns the Esquire) de-
layed its planned mid-July re-
opening. Now it will be late 
August. Maybe. Tenet, Mulan 
and other long-awaited releas-
es have been delayed. 
            In the old days, stars 
had names like John Wayne. 
Easy to pronounce, even if 
not their real names. Now it's 
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more complicated. Thanks to Men's Health and Yahoo News for pronunciation tips: 
Charlize Theron Shar LEES THAIR en 
Lupita Nyong'o LOO pita Nee yong oh 
Saoirse Ronan SUR sha Ro nan 
Ralph Fiennes Rafe Fines 
Gal Gadot Gahl Guh DOT 
 

 
Favor from a Neighbor 
On July 4 
On an Independence Day devoid of most traditional celebrations, Parkview Gardens was treated to a 
beautiful fireworks display in the night skies to the north of us. U City's neighbor Wellston had planned 
a Celebration of Our Nation and been forced to cancel all of it except the fireworks, co-sponsored by 
Wellston Main Street and Adams Publishing. 
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