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Banners and 
blooms 
June is bustin' out 
all over 
The Parkview Gardens 
Association SBD is 
planning to replace the 
six year-old light pole 
banners with news ones 
of the same designs by 
Traci Moore. Loop gar-
dener Kelcye 
McDonough and help-
ers are planting the 
neighborhood's ten dec-
orative gardens, spon-
sored by PGA-SBD, 
with colorful, pollinator
-attracting annuals, in-
cluding old favorites 
like zinnias and new 
ones like coreopsis. 

 
Back to 
Business 
With restrictions 
City Manager Gregory Rose 
announced May 22 that on 
June 1 the city would resume 
its normal yard waste collec-
tion schedule. The requirement 
for stickers on the bags has 
been suspended. Rose is tar-

geting mid-June for restoring 
normal public access to City 
Hall. Door-to-door soliciting is 

banned across the city. Rose 
said there is no word on the 
pool or CentCom yet. The Dog 
Park on Vernon has re-opened. 
 The St. Louis Post-
Dispatch reported May 21 that 
the Zoo will re-open June 15 
using timed tickets available 
online. Access to indoor exhib-
its will be limited.  The Sci-
ence Center will also re-open 

in mid-June by timed reserva-
tion only. The Botanical Gar-
den is hoping to re-open in 

mid-June. 
 U City Public 
Library is gradually re-
opening. Curbside 
pickup begins June 3. 
You can reserve online 
and pick up the items 
you have placed on 
hold. You can also re-
turn books to the drop. 
The summer adult read-
ing program is going 
ahead. As usual, the 
book is a long and in-
timidating classic, but 
this time a more recent 
one: David Foster Wal-
lace's Infinite Jest. The 
alternative consists of 
two books by Octavia 
E. Butler, Parable of 
the Talents and Parable 
of the Sower. 
 

Council Meets 
Doing business virtu-
ally 
On May 11 the City Council 
of University City met via 
Zoom and sought to quell 
rumors swirling online about 
the Olive/I-170 redevelop-
ment. Mayor Terry Crow said 
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that social media comments in 
advance of the meeting con-
tained errors. Councilmember 
Paulette Carr (Second Ward) 
said rumors that Costco, the 
anchor tenant, was pulling out 
were false. She added that the 
council was "doing our due 
diligence" and its handling of 
this issue would be fully trans-
parent. City Manager Gregory 
Rose introduced a new bill on 
the redevelopment. He said it 
makes no substantial altera-
tions but does give the devel-
oper, Novus, more time to ac-
quire land and is intended to 
enhance its ability to obtain 
financing. Standard procedures 
were being followed 
and there would be 
no vote on the bill at 
this meeting. In citi-
zen comments, David 
Harris said that the 
deadline extensions 
were too long and the 
slow financing was a 
red flag. 
 In other busi-
ness, Amy Gilbertson 
and Amanda 
Truemper of Trivers 
summarized the find-
ings of their study of 
U City's space needs. 
The city has nine 
buildings and nine 
departments. The 
most visited is Parks 
and Recreation, at Centennial 
Commons. Some buildings, 
like the annex and the old li-
brary, are not in use except for 
storage. Among user com-
ments was that City Hall has 
access problems because of its 
steep staircases and single 
small elevator. Users also said 
it's a beautiful building. 
Heman Park Community Cen-
ter is worth updating. The po-
lice deserve a permanent head-
quarters. Summarizing her in-
ternal survey, Truemper said 

that the arrangements do not 
facilitate collaboration; depart-
ments are "siloed" and meeting 
space is lacking. The city has 
total office space, including 
unused buildings, of 110,510 
square feet. Its existing office 
space, including the temporary 
police building, is 89,790 sq. 
ft. Proposed office space need-
ed is 101, 470 sq. ft. Rose said 
that this summary does not 
include a recommendation on 
renovating the annex vs. build-
ing a new station for the po-
lice. Crow said the city needs 
to be prudent in expenditures, 
as the population is declining. 
He also said that the world is 

in the midst of a large-scale 
experiment in working from 
home, which will be bound to 
influence discussion of U 
City's office space needs. 
 At its May 26 meeting, 
the council unanimously ap-
proved the bill to support the 
Olive/I-170 redevelopment. In 
public comment, Tom Sullivan 
stated, "As has become obvi-
ous, financial institutions don't 
think much of the Costco de-
velopment either--same as 
many citizens." U. City is eli-

gible to collect $1.4 million of 
funds received by St. Louis 
County to compensate munici-
palities for loss of tax revenue. 
The city will apply for these 
funds to use for police and fire 
protection services. Coun-
cilmembers thanked Paulette 
Carr (Second Ward), who re-
tires after this meeting, for her 
service. 
 Since U City's future 
seems to be bound up with 
Costco, a May 26 NPR Mar-
ketplace report may be of in-
terest. It said the pandemic 
lockdown had caused Costco's 
biggest loss since 2009. But 
online sales have risen 90% 

this spring. That's 
good news for Cost-
co, but not for U 
City, which is count-
ing on a store. So 
let's hope NPR's 
expert was right. He 
predicted Costco's 
future growth will 
be in ordering 
online/picking up at 
the store.   
 

Dive 
Bombers 
Avian acrobat-

ics 
At night we're hearing 
an odd sound in 

Parkview Gardens. Some say it 
sounds like "Waaauuhh!" Oth-
ers describe it as a "deep 
whirr." What's making this 
noise? It's the common night-
hawk. These and other night-
jars are the birds you see cir-
cling and swooping in the 
evening sky as they devour 
insects. The noise they normal-
ly make is a short, buzzy call. 
But the male can also "boom." 
Here's how the website al-
laboutbirds.org describes it: 
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"Flying at a height slightly 
above the treetops, he abruptly 
dives for the ground. As he 
peels out of his dive (sometimes 
just a few meters from the 
ground) he flexes his wings 
downward, and the air rushing 
across his wingtips makes a 
deep booming or whooshing 
sound, as if a racecar has just 
passed by. 
The dives 
may be di-
rected at fe-
males, territo-
rial intruders, 
and even peo-
ple." 
 

Cool 
Breeze 
In your 
apartment. 
We've had an 
unusually 
cool (and wet) 
May, but we 
should expect 
June to be as 
hot and humid 
as usual in St. 
Louis. A few 
words of ad-
vice from PGA landlords on 
central air conditioning are 
timely: 
*If nothing happens when you 
hit the switch, go down to the 
basement and check the circuit 
breakers or fuses. (Assuming, 
of course that you have access 
to the basement. If not, call the 
landlord.) 
*Don’t expect instant comfort. 
It takes two or three hours for 
the system to get the humidity 
out of the apartment. 
*Once you turn it on, leave it on 
while the hot weather lasts. 
When you go out, turn the ther-
mostat up to 85. On your return 
set it down to 78, which repre-

sents the best compromise 
between comfort and expense. 

There is a limit to how cool 
an apartment can be made; if 
the temp outside is 100,  80 is 
about the best you can expect 
inside. 
 
*Check and if necessary re-
place your furnace filter ele-

ment. The air conditioning 
uses the same system as the 
furnace, and a clogged filter 
can cause a coil to freeze. 
*Make sure the return grille is 
not blocked by furniture or 
pictures. 
 

Online Crime 
Crooks sneak in via 
your modem 
Computer/modem and phone 
provide us with most of our 
access to the world these 
days. Unfortunately, they also 
provide con artists with ac-
cess to us. I've nearly been 
taken in by a couple of unusu-

ally slick phishing attempts. 
One purported to be an email 
from Netflix, using all the 
right designs and logos, say-
ing my account needed atten-
tion. Since I do have an ac-
count, I clicked on the link, 
and a page opened that, ac-
cording to the url box, was 
netflix.com. But it asked so 

many ques-
tions that I 
got suspi-
cious and 
went to net-
flix.com on 
my own, and 
there was no 
problem with 
my account. 
Be wary of 
phone crooks, 
too. The 
American 
Automobile 
Association 
says that 
more than 14 
million 
Americans 
became vic-
tims of iden-

tity theft in 
2018. The 
AAA advises 

refusing to give out personal 
or financial information to 
callers, no matter how con-
vincingly they pretend to be 
your bank or credit card com-
pany. You may want to sign 
up with a company that moni-
tors credit bureaus and in-
sures you against identity 
theft. 
 

Roaring '20s 
Hot times in U City 
A century ago, big changes 
were coming to this town.  On 
July 7, 1920 the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch announced that 
the population of U City had 
gone up by 181% in ten years 
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and now stood at 6,792. In the decade to come, more than 20,000 would move into the city. Nineteen-
twenty was the year the Delmar Garden amusement park was sold to developers who divided it into lots 
and began construction of what would become the western third of our neighborhood. The eastern two-
thirds (Ackert Park is the dividing line) was already built up. At 720 Westgate Avenue,  a third-floor 
apartment was for rent for $100 a month.  September 7 was election day, and four women were waiting 
in line when the Second Ward polling place opened at 5:30 am. The nineteenth amendment to the Con-
stitution giving women the vote had passed on Aug. 18, and they became the first women to vote in a 
mayoral election in Missouri. They announced that they were voting for Warren C. Flynn, running to 
replace August Heman, who had died in office. Flynn won. 
 
 

Contact the  editor: davidlinzee@yahoo.com 
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