
   

Parkview Gardens 
Developments 
Construction, demolition, 

renovation 
On the southeast side of the inter-

section of Kingsland and Vernon, 

avenues, the site has been cleared 

for a four-story, 68-unit building 

with ground-level 

parking.  It will be an 

assisted living devel-

opment with empha-

sis on memory care. 

It will be managed by 

Arrow Senior Living 

Company. Construc-

tion will take about 

one year. 

 The remain-

der of the University 

Terrace building, 

along the south side of En-

right Avenue east of West-

gate, has been demolished by its 

owner, Washington University. It 

was built in 1968. The building 

has been unoccupied for years 

and demolition has long been 

planned, in connection with The 

Lofts construction. But no deci-

sion has yet been announced 

about expansion of The Lofts. 

 The duplex at 726 East-

gate Avenue has been renovated 

by Period Restoration, a company 

with a reputation for outstanding 

work. The 113 year-old building 

was once owned and occupied by 

Fred Mishow, Loop businessman 

and president of the Parkview 

Gardens Neighborhood Improve-

ment Association in the 1960s. 

The units are three-bedroom, two-

bath, with new kitchen and laun-

dry machines, balcony, off-street 

parking and security system. The 

rent is approximately $3,500 a 

month, probably a record for this 

neighborhood. Laura McCarthy 

Inc. is handling the property. 

 There are many indicators 

to measure change in an urban 

neighborhood like Parkview Gar-

dens. Much has been said about 

the rising value of buildings, for 

instance, or falling crime rates. 

But PGA President Mike Giger 

believes that The Wreath Index 

should be borne in mind. Every 

Christmas since the 1980s, Giger 

has been hanging wreaths on the 

doors of his buildings. The first 

few years, they were all stolen. 

Immediately. But he persevered, 

and noticed a slow but steady rise 

in the survival rate. Last holiday 

season, he put wreaths on 22 front 

doors and didn't lose a single one. 

Watchers of economic benchmarks 

and sociologists, take note. 

 

Olive/170 
Before 
Council 
Controversy 

continues 
The Olive/170 

redevelopment is 

now officially be-

fore the City 

Council. The St. Louis Post-

Dispatch describes the agree-

ment as "pledging $70.5 million 

in future tax revenue to a $190 mil-

lion project that University City 

officials see transforming the Olive 

Boulevard entrance to the city." At 

the meeting Jan. 14, Bill 9379, an 

ordinance approving the redevel-

opment agreement, was intro-

duced, with the announcement it 

would not be voted on tonight.  

Members of the public then spoke 

for and against it. Opponents said 

it would have a negative impact on 

low-income residents and small 

businesses. They noted that con-
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trary to earlier announcements, 

the city would use eminent 

domain to take property 

needed for the project, if nec-

essary. One speaker said it was 

a black/white issue, with the 

predominantly white Wards 

One and Two in favor, and the 

predominantly black Ward 

Three, where the project would 

be located, against. Residents 

feared gentrification would 

raise their taxes. The city has 

not kept Ward Three residents 

informed. Another 

speaker said that money 

amounts in city docu-

ments have changed 

over time without expla-

nation. City officials 

hadn't put the issue to a 

public vote because they 

knew it would be de-

feated. The developer, 

Novus, has a poor record 

locally, and the redevel-

opment will destroy a 

thriving business district. 

Supporters of the rede-

velopment countered 

that the concerns of 

Ward Three residents 

have been listened to at 

numerous public meetings and 

that gentrification is not a dan-

ger. Opponents are 

"naysayers" with lots of accu-

sations but no evidence. The 

recently announced redevelop-

ment in Olivette, just across 

the line from the proposed U 

City development, bolsters the 

case for it. But relocation of 

Asian businesses is an issue U 

City still needs to address. Jeff 

Hales (Ward 1) said, "We care 

deeply for all residents, what-

ever ward they live in, and we 

have made the process open." 

 In other business, 

Mayor Terry Crow nominated Joe 

Edwards, Mike Alter, and Steve 

Stone to the Loop Special Business 

District Board. Councilmembers 

approved them unanimously, but 

Paulette Carr (Ward 2) warned of 

potential conflicts of interest and 

that she would prefer to see that 

money was not transferred inter-

jurisdictionally. Tim Cusick (Ward 

2) concurred, saying he would like 

to see sharper demarcation be-

tween the Loop SBD and the East 

Loop CID.  The chair of the Parks 

Commission distributed its list of 

priorities in park projects and ex-

pressed a hope that the city would 

fund most of them. A member of 

the School Board gave a positive 

report on the district, saying that its 

finances were sound and adding 

that there will be no school on 

election days, and that May 24 will 

be the last day of school, unless 

there are more snow holidays to be 

made up. The head of the TNR 

(Trap, Neuter and Release) group 

said they had rounded up 24 feral 

cats and found homes for six. She 

reiterated that this is a humane and 

effective way to get the feral cat 

population under control. The chair 

of the Storm Water Task Force 

said they were identifying loca-

tions at risk of flash flooding and 

prioritizing problems. They want 

an early warning system, because 

water level can rise very rapidly, 

with fatal consequences. They will 

submit a master plan in 4-6 

months. Hales noted that this coun-

cil meeting and subsequent ones 

will be live-streamed. The meet-

ings are live-streamed at 

ucitymo.org and archived on the 

city's YouTube channel. 

 

Presidents’ Day 
Holiday closings 
Presidents’ Day will be ob-

served Monday, Feb.18. The 

public schools, library and 

City Hall will be closed. 

Washington University and 

University of Missouri-St. 

Louis will be open. Refuse 

collection will be postponed 

to Tuesday. 

 

Spring Forward 
Time change impends 

Daylight Saving Time will 

begin at 2 am Sunday March 

10. Prepare to move your clocks 

forward one hour, get less sleep 

that night, and enjoy the light 

longer in the evenings to come. 

The U City Fire Department re-

minds us to get in the habit of 

changing batteries in our smoke 

detectors, too. 

 

Opportunities for 
Youth 
Students and Poets 
Applications for the 2019 Park-

view Gardens Association Award 

are due by April 1. This $5,000 

award is for higher education such 

No worries about ice sculptures melting at this year’s Ice Carni-

val .. 
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as trade school or college. To qual-

ify, you must be a Parkview Gar-

dens resident and a high school 

senior who has demonstrated the 

ability to succeed in your studies 

as well as your commitment to 

working for the betterment of 

school and community. Applicants 

must also show financial need. For 

more information, consult your 

high school guidance counselor or 

call (314) 721-5357 

 The deadline is March 1 

for the 2019 Beverly Hopkins Me-

morial Poetry Contest. Winners 

receive cash prizes and the chance 

to read their works at the St. Louis 

Poetry Center awards ceremony. 

Open to St. Louis area high school 

students. No entry fee. Info: robert-

lowes1@gmail.com 

 

Singing and Ca-
rousing 
Area events 
St. Louis Bach Society Chorus 

sings Durufflé's Requiem 7:30 pm 

March 3 at the Cathedral Basilica, 

4431 Lindell. Tickets bachso-

ciety.org. Winter Opera presents 

Bellini's Norma at 7:30 March 8 

and 3 pm March10 at Skip Viragh 

Center, Chaminade, 425 S. Lind-

bergh. Ticket info: 865-0038. 

 The Soulard 

Mardi Gras, with its 

many events, kicks off 

well before Ash Wednes-

day, March 6.  Cajun 

Cook-Off is noon to 4 pm 

Feb. 16 at Soulard Market 

Park. Tickets at stlmardi-

gras.org. Purina Pet Pa-

rade starts  at 1 pm Feb 

24 at 12th and Allen. 

Free. The Bud Light 

Grand Parade starts at 11 

am March 2 at Busch Sta-

dium. Free. 

 

U City News 
Top officials speak 
The Historical Society of Univer-

sity City presents State of the City  

at 7 pm March 7. City Manager 

Gregory Rose and Mayor Terry 

Crow will report on municipal ac-

complishments and challenges and 

take questions from the audience. 

The event will be held in the City 

Council Chamber atop City Hall. 

Free and open to the public. Re-

freshments. 

 Centennial Commons now 

has a Silver Sneakers program. 

Fitness classes are offered free to 

people 65 and over 

whose health plan quali-

fies. Info: 505-8625. 

There will be no school 

at the School District of 

University City Feb. 21. 

Parent-teacher confer-

ences will be held. 

 

Library 
Events 
All at U City Public Li-

brary, 6701 Delmar 

Feb. 19 Classics Book 

Club discusses Go Tell It 

On the Mountain by 

James Baldwin at 2 pm 

Feb 27 Storyteller Bobby Norfolk 

recounts the tale of Henry "Box" 

Brown and the underground rail-

road 7 pm 

Feb. 26 The documentary Rejoice 

and Shout, about African Ameri-

can culture and Gospel music, will 

be screened in celebration of Black 

History Month. 

March 11 Orcs and Aliens Book 

Group discuses The Traitor Baru 

Cormorant by Seth Dickinson at 7 

pm. 

 

Indoors in Forest 
Park 
Winter attractions 
Ride the Loop Trolley to the Mis-

souri History Museum 

(mohistory.org) and take in the 

exhibition Muny Memories: 100 

years Onstage. At the Science Cen-

ter (slsc.org), Game Xploration is 

an interactive experience featuring 

board games, a climbing wall, vin-

tage arcade games, video games, 

etc. At the Art Museum (slam.org), 

Art in Bloom is March 1-3. The 

event, a perennial St. Louis favor-

ite,  combines floral design and 

works of art. All are free. 

...braving the cold on Saturday... 

...and the snow on Sunday! 
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PGA Welcomes Tucker 
New face at City Hall 
Parkview Gardens Association welcomes U City's new economic development director, Libbey M. 

Tucker. She comes to us from Chesterfield. She earned a degree in economic development from the Uni-

versity of Oklahoma and MBA from Drury University. 

 

Gardening Begins in March 
New plot sign-up 
Thinking about eating more organically grown vegetables but can’t face the high prices? Imagining how 

nice a bouquet of fresh flowers would look on your table? Promising yourself to keep a supply of fresh 

or dried culinary herbs on hand? Consider growing your own! The wait list for community garden plots 

will be open through the end of February. If you live in Parkview Gardens and want a bed, there’s still 

time to call 727-5836. In March garden leaders will meet to allocate beds, which are assigned on a first-

come, first-served basis. Applicants will then be notified whether they got a bed or not. 
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