
   

PGA Meets  
What's next for neighborhood? 
The semi-annual meeting of the 

Parkview Gardens Association 

and its associated Special Busi-

ness District will begin at 6 pm 

Tuesday Oct. 17, upstairs at Uni-

versity City Library, 6701 Del-

mar. After a review of last year, 

activities will be planned for the 

coming year. Election of officers 

will be held. Property owner rep-

resentatives Mike Giger 

(President) and Dennis Lutsky 

(Treasurer) are up for re-election. 

If you live, work, or own property 

in Parkview Gardens or the East 

Loop, you're invited to attend, 

meet the officers of the associa-

tion, and take part in a lively dis-

cussion of the area's present and 

future. The PGA is responsible 

for the light pole banners, extra-

bright streetlights, flower and 

vegetable gardens, and other 

amenities. The neighborhood im-

provement group, consisting of 

landlords, businesspeople and 

residents, was founded in 1980. 

Membership is $25 a year. You 

don't have to be a member to at-

tend the annual meeting. 

 

Pergola Party 
And other garden news 
The gardeners of Clemens Com-

munity Garden held a celebration 

with friends and neighbors of 

their new pergola at 5:30 pm Sun-

day, Sept. 13. The party was a 

potluck supper with garden pro-

duce. Meanwhile at Syracuse, 

gardeners spread woodchips on 

the paths during their workday 

Aug. 19. Andy Cross of McPher-

son Community Garden crossed 

Skinker to refurbish all three 

Parkview Gardens community 

garden signs. The signs are made 

of cedar, carved, stained, and let-

tered by hand. The Vito's sign is 

so old that the panels had to be 

replaced. Thanks to Andy for vol-

unteering his time as usual. 

 

U City Events 
Interesting and nearby 
All Saints Church at the corner of 

Clemens and Westgate was built 

of local stone from Lamb's Quarry 

in 1938, to an unusual octagonal 

design by architect Sidney Lee. It 

also boasts beautiful stained glass 

windows by St. Louis artist Emil 

Frei, who also designed the win-

dows at College Church of Saint 

Louis University and worked on 

the mosaics of the New Cathedral 

on Lindell. Jon McGinnis, profes-

sor of classical and medieval his-

tory at the University of Missouri-

St. Louis, will give a talk about the 

windows at the annual dinner 

meeting of the Historical Society 

of University City at 6:30 pm Oct. 

19 at the public library. Tickets are 

$35 for nonmembers. Send check 

to President Eleanor Mullin,  7162 

Delmar. 

 

University Heights #1, on the other 

side of City Hall from Parkview 

Gardens, is the city's oldest 

neighborhood, laid out by founder 

E.G. Lewis. The Lion Gates were 

originally put up to mark the en-

trance to U. Heights. On Sunday 

afternoon Sept. 24, U City in 

Bloom will hold its biannual Gar-

den Tour there. In addition to visit-
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ing the gardens of a dozen pri-

vate residences, people can 

watch Plein Air artists at work 

and view the neighborhood's 

Century Homes, certified 100 

years old or more by the His-

torical Society. The event will 

conclude with a party and art 

show on the top floor of City 

Hall, catered by Salt + Smoke 

BBQ and Urban Chestnut 

brewery. Tickets ($18 until 

Sept. 20) can be bought online 

at ucityinbloom.org. 

 

This October, the Circle 

in the Square Quilters 

will present the nine-

teenth Quintessential 

Quilt exhibit at the Uni-

versity City Public Li-

brary. Over 70 quilts, 

both traditional and con-

temporary, represent the 

work of guild members. 

The quilts are shown in 

the library’s gallery and 

around the second floor 

balcony, creating a 360-

degree display of St. 

Louis area quilting tal-

ent. More information about 

the quilt exhibit is available at 

circleinthesquare.org.  

The exhibit runs Oct. 1-27. 

The show is free and open to 

the public during the library’s 

usual hours. Additional activi-

ties for the exhibit include the 

opening reception on Saturday, 

Sept. 30, starting at 3:15 p.m. 

Quilt blogger Kevin the 

Quilter will present a free lec-

ture, “Making Something from 

Nothing” at the University 

City Public Library on Tues-

day, Oct. 17, 7 p.m. Kevin will 

share his life as a man who 

quilts. The opening and lecture 

are free and open to the public. 

Circle in the Square Quilters create 

a raffle quilt which serves as a fo-

cus of publicity and fund-raising 

for the quilt exhibit. The winner of 

the raffle is drawn when the ex-

hibit closes. This year’s quilt is 

“Heavenly Blues.” Tickets, sold at 

the library’s front desk, are $1 for 

a single ticket or $5 for 6 tickets. 

 

Washington University and the 

Winter Opera present the world 

premier of Borgia Infami, an opera 

by Harold Blumenfeld and Charles 

Kondek, on Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 at 

Edison Theatre on campus. Tickets 

are $10 and $25 at (314) 935-6543. 

 

Two Responses to 
Trump 

Reverberations in Missouri 
Hillary Clinton's skin crawled in 

St. Louis. In her campaign memoir 

What Happened, released Sept. 12, 

the losing Democratic candidate 

reveals she got the creeps at the 

Washington University debate Oct. 

9, 2016, because Donald Trump 

stalked her, loomed behind her, 

and grimaced at her. She com-

ments that it might have been bet-

ter to turn and confront him, say-

ing, "Back off, you creep." Perhaps 

she was too controlled. 

 

On the other hand, uncontrolled 

responses to Trump also have their 

drawbacks. State Senator Maria 

Chapelle-Nadal, whose district 

includes Parkview Gardens, made 

national news when she posted on 

her Facebook page Aug. 17 the 

hope that President Trump would 

be assassinated. She removed the 

post and apologized. But Governor 

Eric Greitens said that she should 

resign, and if she doesn't, the Sen-

ate should expel her. This 

would require a special ses-

sion and a two-thirds major-

ity vote. Senate Democratic 

leader Gina Walsh has re-

moved her from all commit-

tee assignments. Senate Re-

publican leader Ron Richard 

has said he will remove her 

from all positions of respon-

sibility. Chapelle-Nadal has 

about a year left in her term. 

She is prevented from run-

ning again by term limits. 

 

Curmudgeon 
Corner 

Sign your life away 
The Pacer editor doesn't have a 

Twitter account, so he rants here. I 

recently heard of an employer of-

fering to implant microchips in the 

bodies of employees who want 

them, so the employees won't need 

keys to open doors. I was still con-

templating the foreseeable abuses 

of privacy when I confronted the 

Topaz Signature Pad. I was check-

ing in to see my physician at St. 

Mary's Medical Center. The intake 

clerk asked me to sign this little 

computer screen and told me what 

I was signing. Can you believe it? 

You don't know see you're signing, 

Long Acre Farmers Market at All Saints Church 
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nor know where your signature is 

going to end up. It could be affixed 

to your confession of cannibalism 

and incest and put out on the inter-

net. When I balked, the clerk ad-

mitted that this gadget was meeting 

with some resistance from the pub-

lic and printed a copy of the form 

for me to sign. But I noticed an-

other man signing without hesita-

tion. If we accept the signature 

pad, we might as well admit that 

the time-honored signature is now 

meaningless. It will probably be 

replaced as an affirmation of iden-

tity by the implanted mi-

crochip, which will no 

longer be optional. 

 

Laclede Gas is about to 

change its name to Spire. 

I've been expecting this 

since Union Electric 

changed its name to 

Ameren. I thought the old 

name, paying tribute to 

our American ideal of 

union, and describing 

what the company actu-

ally did, provide electric-

ity, was pretty good. But 

no, the corporation 

needed something vaguer 

and more pretentious, so 

they made up their own word. 

Spire at least is a real word, though 

I associate it with churches, not 

with natural gas. Still, I'll miss the 

old name, which made reference to 

St. Louis's co-founder and to the 

product the company sold. Such 

local and mercantile concerns are 

too granular for the increasingly 

lofty and pervasive modern corpo-

ration. 

 

 
 

Library Events 
At U City public library, 6701 

Delmar 
Sept. 16 Free health screenings at 9 

am 

Sept. 19 Classics Book Group dis-

cusses My Ántonia by Willa Cather 

at 2 pm. 

Oct. 4 Computer class: intro to the 

internet at 2:30 pm. 

Oct. 10 Media Literacy, a presenta-

tion for parents of young children 

at 9 am. 

 

Free Video 
Tea and Sympathy 
Scanning the DVD shelves of U. 

City library to help you save on 

video rentals and streaming. This 

movie is about a victim of bullying 

and the tyranny of gender-role 

stereotyping. Sounds up-to-the-

minute, right? Well, no. The victim 

is a wealthy, white, heterosexual 

male. You may think such people 

can't be victimized. They're the 

ones who do the victimizing. But 

that's only because you aren't a 

student at an all-male boarding 

school in the 1950s. Such is the 

predicament of the picture's hero, 

John Kerr. He's interested in the 

arts. He knows how to sew. He has 

tender regard for women, espe-

cially faculty wife Deborah Kerr 

(no relation). His sport is tennis, 

and he wins with drop shots rather 

than aces. So he is branded a sissy. 

A little explanation is necessary 

here. It would have been typically 

'50s Hollywood to make a sympa-

thetic figure of someone who is 

mistakenly accused of being a ho-

mosexual, since making an actual 

homosexual sympathetic would 

have been way too daring. But 

that's not what's going on here. 

Sissies weren't necessarily ho-

mosexual. They were despised 

for being weak and repulsive 

and not manly men. They 

weren't insensitive enough. 

They didn't value action and 

discount feeling and thought. 

They didn't put females in their 

place. Worst of all, they didn't 

"go along with the guys." 

Though the world of a '50s 

boys' school will look very 

strange to today's viewers, the 

methods and consequences of 

bullying will be instantly rec-

ognizable. It'll be hard not to 

sympathize with J. Kerr as 

everyone turns against him and 

makes his life impossible, even if 

he is a white male. His only hope 

is D. Kerr. Fortunately, no star was 

ever better at making righteousness 

sexy. You'll be rooting for her at 

the end, even though what she does 

would get her put in jail today. The 

library's DVD version is a good 

one, though the color seems a little 

off. D. Kerr's hair is an improbable 

shade of orange. 

 

Time To Learn 
PGA supports education 
Neighborhood Houses will provide 

Newly restored sign at Vito’s Garden on Leland 
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before and after school enrichment programs for students at Flynn Park School during the school year. 

The Parkview Gardens Association will provide scholarships to children who live in this neighborhood. 

For information, contact Jennifer Vaughn (314) 561-3341. 

Lolly's Place at Trinity Presbyterian Church (6800 Washington) is offering tutoring to children in kin-

dergarten through sixth grade this fall. The Parkview Gardens Association SBD will provide scholar-

ships to children who live in this neighborhood and attend Flynn Park School.  Info: lollysplace.org 

The application process will open in January for the 2018 Parkview Gardens Award, given to a resident 

of this neighborhood graduating from high school, to fund higher education, including trade school. 

More info will be in the Pacer. 

 

Editor: davidlinzee@yahoo.com 
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